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Persians and Afghanis call Rumi "Jelaluddin Balkhi.”
He was born September 30, 1207, in Balkh,
Afghanistan, which was then part of the Persian
empire. The name Rumi means "from Roman
Anatolia." He was not known by that name, of
course, until after his family, fleeing the threat of
the invading Mongol armies, emigrated to Konya,
Turkey, sometime between 1215 and 1220. His father,
Bahauddin Walad, was a theologlan and jurist and a
mystic of uncertain lineage. Bahauddin Walad's
Maarif, a collection of notes, diary like remarks,
sermons, and strange accounts of wvisionary
experiences, has shocked most of the conventional
scholars who have tried to understand them. He
shows a startlingly sensual freedom in stating his
union with God. Rumi was instructed in his father's
secret inner life by a former student of his father,
Burhanuddin Mahaqqiq.




Burhan and Rumi also studied Sanal and Attar. At
Qﬂth()]()gq his father's death Rumi took over the position of
l !E,lﬂf h : t sheikh in the dervish learning community in
Sner Konya. His life seems to have been a fairly normal

b 1 BESSIONG one for a religious scholar-teaching, meditating,
| . helping the poor-until in the late fall of 1244 when

: Ruml he met a stranger who put a question to him. That
stranger was the wandering dervish, Shams of
Tabriz, who had traveled throughout the Middle
East searching and praying for someone who could
‘endure my company." A voice came, "What will you JR&§s
" "The one you seek is j '.

give in return?" "My head!
Jelaluddin of Konya."”

From “The essential Rumi” translated by Coleman Barks
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A WISHED-FOR SONG

You're song, a wished-for song
(1o fhrough the ear
fo the center where sky is
where wind, where silent /enowing.
Put seeds and cover them.

Blades will slpromt where you do your work.



