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Sri Aurobindo NOTE: I use the word “intuition” for want of
a better. In truth, it is a makeshift and
inadequate to the connotation demanded of
it. The same has to be said of the word
“consciousness” and many others which
our poverty compels us to extend
illegitimately in their significance.
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Sri Aurobindo The conscious existence involved in the
form comes, as it evolves, to know itself by
intuition, by self-vision, by self-
experience. It becomes itself in the world
by knowing itself; it knows itself by
becoming itself. 

INTUITION



SummerSummer

anthology
Of Enl ightenment

Sri Aurobindo When the self-awareness in the mind
applied both to continent and content, to
own-self and other-self, exalts itself into
the luminous self- manifest identity, the
reason also converts itself into the form of
the self-luminous intuitional knowledge.
This is the highest possible state of our
knowledge when mind fulfils itself in the
supramental.
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Sri Aurobindo For if we examine carefully, we shall find
that Intuition is our first teacher. Intuition
always stands veiled behind our mental
operations. Intuition brings to man those
brilliant messages from the Unknown
which are the beginning of his higher
knowledge. 
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Reason only comes in afterwards to see
what profit it can have of the shining
harvest. Intuition gives us that idea of
something behind and beyond all that we
know and seem to be which pursues man
always in contradiction of his lower reason
and all his normal experience and impels
him to formulate that formless perception
in the more positive ideas of God,
Immortality, Heaven and the rest by which
we strive to express it to the mind.
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For Intuition is as strong as Nature herself
from whose very soul it has sprung and
cares nothing for the contradictions of
reason or the denials of experience. It
knows what is because it is, because itself
it is of that and has come from that, and
will not yield it to the judgment of what
merely becomes and appears.
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What the Intuition tells us of, is not so
much Existence as the Existent, for it
proceeds from that one point of light in us
which gives it its advantage, that
sometimes opened door in our own self-
awareness.
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But Intuition by the very nature of its
action in man, working as it does from
behind the veil, active principally in his
more unenlightened, less articulate parts,
served in front of the veil, in the narrow
light which is our waking conscience, only
by instruments that are unable fully to
assimilate its messages, — Intuition is
unable to give us the truth in that ordered
and articulated form which our nature
demands.
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If we accept the Vedic image of the Sun of
Truth, — an image which in this
experience becomes a reality, — we may
compare the action of the Higher Mind to a
composed and steady sunshine, the energy
of the Illumined Mind beyond it to an
outpouring of massive lightnings of
flaming sun-stuff. 
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Still beyond can be met a yet greater power
of the Truth-Force, an intimate and exact
Truth-vision, Truth-thought, Truth-sense,
Truth-feeling, Truth-action, to which we
can give in a special sense the name of
Intuition; for though we have applied that
word for want of a better to any supra-
intellectual direct way of knowing, yet
what we actually know as intuition is only
one special movement of self-existent
knowledge.
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In fact flashes of enlightenment from
these higher ranges already come to us,
but this intervention is mostly
fragmentary, casual or partial; we have
still to begin to enlarge ourselves into their
likeness and organise in us the greater
Truth activities of which we are potentially
capable.
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But, secondly, Overmind, Intuition, even
Supermind not only must be, as we have
seen, principles inherent and involved in
the Inconscience from which we arise in
the evolution and inevitably destined to
evolve, but are secretly present, occult
actively with flashes of intuitive
emergence in the cosmic activity of Mind,
Life and Matter.
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